Fostering Su

Demery Ward, 18, a sophomore and former foster youth studying art, (left); Brenna Meade, 19, a sophomore studying
economics, (center); and Cassie Wilkerson, 18, a former foster youth and sophomore studying agricultural education,
(right) prepare for final exams at Newsom Residence Hall on the CSU campus.
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Success:

New Program Helps
Foster Care Students

Beat the Odds
By Maggie Walsh

M

ost college students leave
the security of their families
when they head to campus.
Demery Ward arrived at Colorado State
University and found a new family.

The 17-year-old freshman is a former foster youth who
is finding support through Fostering Success, an innovative new program at Colorado State that is addressing
the needs and helping ensure the success of this invisible
population of the University community.
“I underestimated how difficult it would be for me to
go to college with no support,” Ward says. “This program
has become like a family and support system to me. I’m
excited to have an extended family, and I want to reach
back and help other foster kids see that they can go to
college too.”
The Fostering Success program was created through
the CSU Division of Student Affairs to assist the estimated
80 students on campus who have aged out of the foster
care system and no longer have families to support them
or homes to return to during University breaks. Without
financial, emotional, and physical family support, these
students face significant obstacles as they attempt to live as
average students on or off campus, succeed academically,
and earn a degree. Nationally, only 2 percent of former
foster youth earn college degrees.
“Foster care alumni at CSU have beaten the odds when
you look at the national statistics on education and foster
care,” says Siri Newman, collegiate success coordinator for
the Center for Advising and Student Achievement at Colorado State. “Only 10 percent of foster youth attend college.
To make it to college is an incredible achievement, and our
goal with the creation of the Fostering Success program is
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Greg King (M.S. ’08), CSU alumnus and former foster youth

to ensure that former foster care students at CSU have the
resources and support they need to reach graduation.”
Through the program, care packages are delivered,
financial assistance workshops are offered, and social and
networking activities are enjoyed by former foster youth
at CSU.
“It’s so nice to have a listening ear and have people who
really understand where you’re coming from,” says Cassie
Wilkerson, 18, a freshman and former foster youth. “Having this support on campus makes me feel connected and
like I have someplace to go.”
Former foster youth often work one or two full-time
jobs in addition to taking a full-time class load. They
encounter unexpected expenses, including medical care.
They have difficulty affording quality housing and often
have no place to go during University breaks. Simple
things that many college students take for granted –
books, school supplies, bedding, a computer, travel
opportunities – are simply out of reach for most of these
students. They know how lonely it is to not have family
members share your accomplishments, encourage you
when your grades slip, and welcome you home during
holiday breaks.
14

SUMMER 2011

Many former foster youth have faced difficult realities
that have led to being removed from their families. These
students are on their own from
very young ages, sometimes mov“Having this support on
ing many times to new schools
and families. They generally lack
campus makes me feel
role models and mentors and have
had little help developing career or connected and like I
college aspirations.
have someplace to go.”
But the students at CSU have
– CASSIE WILKERSON
already beaten great odds by
applying and meeting the strict
academic criteria to be accepted. Nationally:
➤➤ 65 percent of foster youth change high schools seven
or more times.
➤➤ Less than half graduate from high school.
➤➤ 15 percent go on to any type of higher education.
➤➤ 10 percent go to college.
➤➤ 2 percent earn a college degree.
➤➤ Between 40 percent and 50 percent of emancipated
foster youth are homeless within 18 months of emancipation.
CSU alumnus Greg King (M.S. ’08) knows firsthand
the challenges faced by former foster youth who have
beaten the odds by making it into college. He knows how
exhausting it is to work
all night and take classes
all day.
Support Fostering Success
As an undergraduYou can support this vital program by making
a gift.
ate student, King rarely
Give online with your credit card: www.
bought any of the books
campaign.colostate.edu/FosteringSuccess.
required for his classes;
Give by mail with a check payable to
he didn’t have the
Colorado State University Foundation. Indicate
money.
“Fostering Success” on the check, and please
While his friends enmail to:
Colorado State University Foundation
joyed trips to Denver to
P.O. Box 1870
attend music concerts or
Fort Collins, CO 80522-1870
hit the mountains for ski
For more information, contact Susan
weekends, King often
L

atimer,
executive director, Office of Princistayed home alone, unpal
and
Planned
Giving, Division of Student
able to afford extracurAffairs, at (970) 491-2841 or slatimer@
ricular activities.
ua.colostate.edu.

Feeling left out when his residence hall roommates
received care packages from home, King filled and mailed
boxes to himself and proudly showed his friends what he
said his family had sent to him.
“The most uncomfortable thing to do is to go to school
and have to ask other people to borrow their things,” says
King, who earned his master’s in Student Affairs in Higher
Education from CSU in 2008. “I once had to borrow a
friend’s jeans because I owned only one pair of pants and
couldn’t afford to do laundry.”
Brittany Janes, a current CSU student, is using her experiences in foster care to reach out to other former foster
youth on campus to create a community of support. Janes
is working with CSU administrators through Fostering
Success to bring the students together.
“I hope it’s just a place for former foster youth to feel
safe,” says Janes, a graduate student in the Student Affairs
in Higher Education master’s program. “Foster care is a
pretty unique experience. Most students don’t understand
what it’s like to not have a family. I wish they would have

had a program like this when I was an undergraduate student. It would have given me the extra support I needed.”
Beginning last fall, care packages are periodically assembled and delivered to former foster youth on campus
and include encouraging notes from volunteers and CSU
administrators. Janes’ support group for former foster
youth is growing every week as she hears from students
who want to be involved with the program. The University
has created two funds to accept private donations to help
former foster youth. One supports scholarships, and the
other helps pay for care packages, workshops, retreats,
social events, residence hall necessities, bedding, and other
expenses.
“These students have worked hard and beaten the odds
so many times, including being accepted to CSU,” says
Brett Anderson (’87), vice president for Advancement.
“Through a gift to Fostering Success, individuals can play
a role in giving these young people some of the opportunities enjoyed by students who have the support of their
families.”

•
•
•
•

Airport shuttle discounts for CSU alumni
Call 1-800-258-3826 or book online at supershuttle.com
Use discount code CSU01
Home, office or hotel pick-up and drop-offs

•
•
•
•

Chauffeured car service
Offered 24 hours a day
Call 1-800-410-4444 or book online at execucar.com
Use discount code CSU01

• Taxi service available 24 hours a day
• Call 970-224-2222 or text your pick up
address to 303-777-2001

Super Shuttle is a Proud
Sponsor of CSU Athletics
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